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In This Building
Block:

� When you should review
your investment mix

� How to read your 
account statement

� Where to find more 
specific investment 
option information

� How to make investment
or salary deferral changes
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When you enroll in the Deferred Compensa-
tion Plan, you decide how much of your pay
to contribute to your account and where to
invest it. The next step is to monitor both your

personal situation and the performance of
your investments on a regular basis.

Based on your monitoring, you may want 
to know when to review your strategy. For

most people, the answer is simple: not often.
Staying put makes sense because saving
for retirement is a long-term goal. Since

the goal doesn’t change, the strategy isn’t
likely to either. However, there are certain

situations where it may make sense to revisit
your investment strategy to see if you are still
on track to meet your goals. You may want to
think about increasing your salary deferral
amount as well if you’re not where you want
to be savings-wise.

MANAGING
YOUR
ACCOUNT
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When you should consider
making investment changes
based on your personal
situation
Read the list below and check the box(es)
that may apply to your situation. A review 
of your investment strategy may be in order
if you: 

�� Experience a change in family 
status (marriage, divorce, death of a
spouse, new baby, children leaving
home)

�� Change job status (new job, loss 
of job) 

�� Increase your income (promotion,
inheritance)

�� Change your retirement date (retire
earlier or later than planned).

When you should consider
making investment changes

�� If investment options are added or
removed from the Plan

�� If other Plan provisions change

�� If you think you might be able to
better meet your savings goals with
different investment options or a 
different allocation of your money
among Plan investment options
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Managing your account

If you are considering an
investment change

� Review Building Block #4 on invest-
ment decisions, which covers your
investment options

� Research other investment options 
by reading the prospectus

� Once you’ve decided, call T. Rowe
Price at 888/457-5770 or 800/521-0325
(TDD/TYY) anytime day or night. To
speak with a T. Rowe Price representa-
tive, please call business days between
7:30 a.m. and 9 p.m. central time.

� Or use your computer. With 
T. Rowe Price myRetirementPlan at
rps.troweprice.com, you can use your
computer to check account information
and make transactions. All you need is
your Social Security number and your
personal identification number (PIN).
To get started, just call 800/541-3022 to
activate your PIN, or follow the
prompts through myRetirementPlan.

Monitoring your investments
As your Plan’s recordkeeper, T. Rowe Price
provides information to help you keep up to
date on your account:

� Toll-free Plan number available daily

� Performance reports issued regularly

� Account statements, issued quarterly

Monitoring your investments doesn’t
require a lot of time. One of the most effi-
cient ways to stay up to date is through
your quarterly account statement.
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As you review your quarterly account state-
ment, you may find it helpful to refer to this
guide.

A guide to understanding
your statement
The major sections of the statement are 
highlighted on the sample to the right and
explained on this page. If you have further
questions about your statement or need to
make a correction, please call T. Rowe Price
at 888/457-5770 or 800/521-0325 (TDD/TYY)
business days between 7:30 a.m. and 9 p.m.
central time.

Where to find specific
information:

Account at a Glance—provides
a quick overview of account
balances and activity through-
out the statement period. 
Account Allocation—depicts
graphically how assets are
currently spread among vari-
ous investment types (and will
include different messages
over time). 
Account Growth—charts 
the change in balance of your
account since it began with 
T. Rowe Price.
Contributions—indicates
deposits to the account from
employee (both currently 
and historically).
Plan Message—allows for
timely communication of
unique information to all plan
participants.
Investment Summary—breaks
down the overall account value
(by investment type) for the period
in terms of: individual holdings
and share prices; the number
of shares; ending balance; and
percentage of all assets. This
section also includes your mix
for future investments.
Activity by Investment—
tracks the change in balance
by investment option for the
period, including the inflows
and outflows of cash and
transfers, and the gains and
losses due to dividends and
market fluctuations.
Transaction Detail—specifies
the particular account activity
according to type and date of
occurrence.
Performance—presents year-
to-date investment returns and
historical performance in relation
to applicable market indices, and
allows for personalized rates
of return.
T. Rowe Price Market Review—
highlights the significant
events of the market’s latest
period, offering insights into
what may have contributed to
recent performance.

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1



7

8

6

5

53

B
ui

ld
in

g
Blocks for Your Financial F

utureB
ui

ld
in

g
Blocks for Your Financial F

uture

Managing your account

B
ui

ld
in

g
Blocks for Your Financial F

uture

3 4

1
2



The State of Illinois Deferred Compensation Plan54

10

9

5



Managing your account 55

B
ui

ld
in

g
Blocks for Your Financial F

uture

Your quarterly statement is just one of the
ways to stay in touch with your investments
to know if you’re on track with your retire-
ment goal. Your plan and fund managers pro-
vide other information to you as well.

Quarterly Performance
Reporting
The quarterly statement contains year-to-date
performance figures for each investment option
for the quarter just ended and the 1-year, 
3-year, 5-year, 10-year, and since-inception
annualized returns for each investment
option. In addition, your account return is
provided over the same time periods using
your particular investment option mix.

Why do your returns differ from the total
returns reported by the fund?

A fund company calculates total return by
assuming a lump sum is deposited on the first
day of the period. When you invest through
the Plan, your contributions buy shares each
pay period. While the total return of the funds
should not be used as a yardstick to measure
your own returns, it should give you a good
idea of the fund’s overall performance for a
specific period.

Resources to help 
you keep in touch 

Statements 

Newsletters

Daily newspaper listings

Toll-free Plan number

Online computer services
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Daily newspaper listings
You can check the daily net asset value
(NAV) of most of your investments by look-
ing in the business section of most daily news-
papers. The NAV is the price per share at the
close of trade on the preceding business day.
The column next to the NAV shows the fund’s
change in price per share since the last NAV
listing. 

Find the section in the paper labeled “Mutual
Funds”; then look for the fund family. The
funds are listed alphabetically. The ticker
symbol for each fund is included in case you
want to look it up on the Quotron system
used to track stock and mutual funds. The
funds in your Plan are abbreviated as follows:

Heading Fund Abbreviation Ticker Symbol

Liberty Acorn Funds Acorn Fund AcornF ACRNX

Ariel Mutual Funds Ariel Fund Ariel ARGFX

Fidelity Invest Fidelity Fund Fidel FFIDX

Fidelity Puritan Fund Puritn FFURX

Price Funds T. Rowe Price International 
Stock Fund IntlStk PRITX

T. Rowe Price New 
Income Fund N Inc PRCIX

Provident PIC Small Cap Growth SmCapGr PISCX
Fund–Institutional Shares

Vanguard Vanguard Total Bond Market
Index Fund - Institutional 
Shares Tot BdISt VBTIX

Vanguard Institutional 
Index Fund Inst Idx VINIX

Wells Fargo Wells Fargo Large LgCoGr NVLCX
Company Growth Fund–
Institutional Shares

The Stable Return Fund and the Vanguard Prime Money Market Fund-
Institutional Shares are designed to maintain a stable share price of $1.00 
and therefore are not listed daily. 
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Retrieve information online
The Deferred Compensation Plan has a Web
site (state.il.us/cms/employee/defcom) with
daily price information for the different options
in the plan. It also contains quarterly perfor-
mance figures, links to the funds’ Web sites,
and other information.

With myRetirementPlan, you can use your
computer to check account information and
make transactions. All you need is your Social
Security number and your PIN. To get started,
just call 800/541-3022 to activate your PIN.

Making investment or salary
deferral changes
You’ve seen how easy it can be to monitor the
performance of your options. If you do decide
it’s time to make an investment change, or if
you want to change your salary deferral,
here’s how to go about it.

Allocating your assets
When you make your investment selections,
you may choose any whole percentage you
wish, as long as the total investment equals
100%. You may choose to invest your future
contributions differently than your current
account balance. These are referred to as a:

� Mix Change – Redirecting your future
contributions (deferrals) into a different
option or combination of options.

� Exchange – Moving existing money in
your account from one option to another.

You may make 

daily investment

transactions*. Just

call T. Rowe Price 

at 888/457-5770

anytime day or

night. To speak to a

representative, call

from 7:30 a.m. to 

9 p.m. central time.

Or, use your computer!

Call 800/541-3022 to

find out how.

*Subject to the investment options’ excessive
trading guidelines.
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Making a mix change
You may redirect the investment of your future
contributions (deferrals), which come directly
from your paycheck each payday. This is called
a mix change. To make a mix change, call 
T. Rowe Price at 888/457-5770 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. Such changes have 
no effect on existing account balances. These
changes shall be effective no later than the sec-
ond pay period following receipt of the request.

Exchanging existing balances
You may exchange money among existing
account balances daily. To make an exchange
from one fund to another, please use
myRetirementPlan (see page 60) or call
T. Rowe Price at 888/457-5770, any time of
day or night. Requests received by 3 p.m.
(central time) will be processed the same busi-
ness day. Requests received after 3 p.m. will
be processed the next business day. T. Rowe
Price will mail you a confirmation of every
transaction.

You may also make an exchange using an
Investment Allocation Change Form, available
from the Deferred Compensation Office.

You may increase or decrease
your deferrals
You may change the amount you defer at
your convenience, provided the form chang-
ing the deferral amount has been accepted 
by the Department of Central Management
Services during a prior month.

To make a change, just complete a Change
Form and return it to your agency liaison.

How much do
transactions
cost?
• The first “exchange” of money

among existing balances each

quarter is free. After that, the

fee is $10 per transaction.

• There is no cost or limit on

mix changes.

Equity Wash Provision
If you wish to exchange account
balances from the Stable Return
Fund into “competing” funds,
such as the Vanguard Total Bond
Market Index Fund - Institu-
tional Shares, Vanguard Prime
Money Market Fund - Institu-
tional Shares, or the T. Rowe
Price New Income Fund, you
must first transfer those dollars
into another fund or combination
of funds in the Plan for at least
90 days. This special rule is
called an “equity wash provision”
and is required to keep an accept-
able yield and liquidity level
within the Stable Return Fund.
In general, “competing” funds
are other stability and income
funds.
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Starting and stopping 
contributions
To stop deferrals, just complete a Change Form
at any time. Of course, your contributions
remain in the Plan and in the mix of investment
options you select. You may continue to
change the investment mix of your account
balance at any time. Distribution occurs 
when you separate from state service for at
least 30 days, die, or incur an unforeseeable
emergency.

You may reenroll anytime, with the effective
date being the first or second pay period of
the next month (or any subsequent month).

If you go on disability or a
leave of absence
Your deferrals will stop when your regular
paycheck stops. When you return to work,
your deferrals will resume immediately unless
you have revoked participation. Disability or
a leave of absence do not constitute conditions
for a distribution.

If you transfer to another state agency
Complete a Change Form and forward it to
the deferred compensation liaison in your new
agency. Deferrals will continue without inter-
ruption. If for some reason there is a break in
deferrals, the missed deferrals will have to be
made up in subsequent paychecks.

If you do not want your deferrals to continue
at the time of transfer, you should end partici-
pation before you leave your old agency.

Just ahead in
Building Block
#6...
When can I enroll? How 
do I enroll? Read the next
Building Block and find out!
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